
  
 

Woodley Town Council 
The Oakwood Centre 

Headley Road 
Woodley 

Berkshire RG5 4JZ 
Tel: 0118 969 0356 

 
 
To: Members of the Community Services Committee 

Councillors D. Smith (Chairman);  J. Cheng;  R. Dolinski;  M. Forrer;  J. MacNaught;   
D. Mills;  W. Soane;  M. Walker;  M. Willson 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Community 
Services Committee will be held at The Oakwood Centre at          
8:00 pm on Tuesday 10 November 2015, at which your attendance 
is requested. 

  
Deborah Mander 
Town Clerk   

 
 

A G E N D A   
 
 
1. APOLOGIES  

 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To receive any declarations of interest from Members on agenda items. 
 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2015 
To approve the minutes of the Community Services Committee meeting held 
on 8 September 2015 and the Chairman to sign them as a true record. 
(These minutes were provided in the Full Council agenda of 29 
September 2015.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. HEALTHWATCH WOKINGHAM BOROUGH 
Nick Durman, Healthwatch Officer for Wokingham Borough, will give a short 
presentation to update Members on the work of Healthwatch and the plans 
for engaging with the local community. 
 

 

5. JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
To receive the report from Just Around the Corner charity, attached at 
Appendix 5.  
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6. BUDGETARY CONTROL 
To note Report No. CS 15/15. 
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7. COMMUNITY YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 
To consider Report No. CS 16/15 of the Community Youth Partnership 
meeting held on 21 October 2015. 
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8. WOODLEY TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE  
To note that a meeting of the Woodley Town Centre Management Initiative 
took place on 28 October 2015.  The minutes of this meeting are not 
currently available. 
 

 
 
 

9. ALLOTMENTS UPDATE 
There are currently 21 people on the waiting list for a plot. There are 6 un-
tenanted plots and these are in very poor condition. These plots will be 
offered to those on the waiting list although they will not lose their place on 
the waiting list if they wish to wait for a plot in better condition. This is in 
recognition of the amount of work that would be required to return these 
plots to use. The Council’s Maintenance Team cleared several plots in 
August that were in a similar condition, using a hired digger which was on 
site for other works. These plots have been allocated to new tenants. 
 
As in previous years the water supplies will be isolated once the ground 
frosts start in order to preserve the pipework. 
 
The Chairman of the Allotment Tenants Association has been in contact with 
the Chairman of the Community Services Committee and the Deputy Town 
Clerk regarding preventative works to reinforce an area of fencing along the 
boundary with Pitts Lane footpath. This work will be scheduled into the 
Maintenance Team’s work programme. 
 
Chris Lynham, a long time allotment tenant and previous Chairman of the 
Allotment Tenants Association, passed away in October following a period of 
ill health. Chris spent many years working with the Council on allotment 
matters and was a familiar face at the allotment site, in the Town Council 
offices and at the leisure centre. 
 

 

10. HIGHWAYS 
Road Works/Street Works Major Project Co-ordination meetings                                                                                      
To note the minutes of the Wokingham Borough Council Road Works/Street 
Works Major Project Co-ordination meetings held on 11 August (Appendix 
10(i)), 15 September (Appendix 10(ii)) and 13 October 2015 (Appendix 
10(iii)).  
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11. APPLICATION FOR VARIATION TO A GOODS VEHICLE OPERATORS 
LICENCE:  HEADLEY PARK EIGHT, HEADLEY ROAD EAST 
To note that notification has been received from Wokingham Borough 
Council of the following application for a Goods Vehicle Operators Licence: 
 
Operating Centre:    Headley Park Eight, Headley Road East,  
                             Woodley, RG5 4SA 
New authorisation:   4 vehicles, 0 trailers 
 
Members to consider whether to raise objections to this application.  
Objections can only be made on environmental grounds (such as noise, 
fumes, pollution, vibration and visual intrusion). 
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12. CONSULTATION BY WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL: 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, GAMBLING ACT 2005 
To note that correspondence was received from Wokingham Borough 
Council regarding the renewal of its Statement of Principles, which is 
required every 3 years under the Gambling Act 2005.  The proposed policy 
document was circulated to members of the Community Services Committee 
and the views of Members were sought prior to the meeting, as responses 
were required by 28 October 2015.  A response was subsequently sent in 
support of the proposals. 
 

 

13. WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL PUBLIC CONSULTATION: 
PARK AND RIDE 
To note the press release from Wokingham Borough Council regarding the 
public consultation on the proposals to build a new park and ride at Thames 
Valley Park.  (Appendix 13) 
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14. WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL STRATEGIC HOUSING MARKET 
ASSESSMENT 
To note the press release from Wokingham Borough Council regarding the 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment.  (Appendix 14) 
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15. WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL GRASS CUTTING SERVICE 
To note the press release from Wokingham Borough Council regarding the 
results of the trial changes to the grass cutting service that were introduced 
in 2015.  (Appendix 15) 
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16. BUS SHELTERS 
Wokingham Borough Council is installing 3 new bus shelters in the town and 
have requested that the Town Council add these to its maintenance 
schedule. The Town Council does not own any of the shelters but carries out 
routine maintenance and cleaning. Two of the shelters will be in Woodlands 
Avenue near the new housing development and one shelter will be in 
Mohawk Way. All three shelters are of a similar type and specification to the 
others maintained by the Town Council and the ongoing maintenance costs 
are minimal. Members are asked to consider the request to add the three 
shelters to the Council’s maintenance schedule. 
 

 

17.  SOUTH LAKE 
Following a request for an update on the dredging of South Lake made by 
Members at the last Community Services Committee meeting, Wokingham 
Borough Council have advised that the accumulated silt has now been dug 
out of the area near the outflow from the lake.  A programme of planting at 
the lake will commence by spring 2016. 
 

 

18. PUBLICATIONS/INFORMATION 
To note receipt of the following: 
 Me2 Club Newsletter – September 2015 
 

 

19. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
To consider any future agenda items for the committee to consider. 
 

 

20. PUBLICITY/WEBSITE 
To consider items to be publicised. 
 

 

   
   
 

3



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY 
LEFT BLANK 

4



Appendix 5 
 
 
Woodley Detached report November 2015 
 
Young people are spending time in Woodford Park in the early evening and there are 
also some small groups in Vauxhall Car Park and around TESCO Express and in the 
precinct. Since September there have been more young people in Sandford Park 
from 9:00 pm onwards. The atmosphere has been good and the young people have 
been engaging really well.  
 
Our new Woodley Team Leader Fiona is recruiting and strengthening and developing 
new and existing volunteers on the team. She is very keen to introduce more sports 
based activities.  
 
We have made it clear that there are no funds but we have asked young people for 
their suggestions regarding the ground underneath the A329M bridges. Suggestions 
so far: BMX, free running area (put up obstacles and people run through them).  
Different people on various boards are involved and are looking at how to include the 
less able in these plans.  
 
Training & Staff 
Our new staff: Fiona and Michaela, working with Woodley young people, are 
integrating into the team really well and are full of fresh ideas and enthusiasm – they 
have hit the ground running and have been very, very busy. 
 
Mentoring sessions continue to take place weekly, in the community, and at 
Rehoboth. We are still working with other key agencies on complex cases and family 
issues.  
 
Equine sessions:  Young people from Woodley continue to come to the stables on 
Saturday all day, Thursday all day and Wednesday PM. Some of these are for 
sessions or supported volunteer sessions / development. The young people continue 
to enjoy the horses and sharing their life challenges with each other and with our 
staff. 
 
Shelter: We haven’t yet had time to gather the material to fix up the shelter in 
Woodford Park, but the young people are keen to do this.  
 
Young mums sewing group stopped for the summer break and there will be 
discussions as to how that goes forward in the autumn. 
 
Inside Out stopped for 3 weeks over September but is starting again now.                          
 
Councillors’ visit to Rehoboth:  Suggested dates for the visit are Saturday 21 or 
Saturday 28 November, from 10:30am. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE BUDGETARY CONTROL 2015/16
REPORT No. CS 15/15

 Actual Exp Actual Exp Actual Exp
EXPENDITURE Budget  as at as at as % of Information

2015/16 30/09/2014 30/09/2015  Budget

ALLOTMENTS 19885 10347 8788 44.2 6 month lease costs paid, repairs costs over 50%. Water 
rates bill for July to September not yet paid.

PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 40754 17707 17941 44.0 No expenditure from Youth Projects fund, low expenditure 
in respect of Bulmershe Youth Club.

GRANTS 31000 17580 18000 58.1 50% of most grants paid in May.
AMENITIES 16539 3201 3430 20.7 No amenity repairs costs and other repairs costs at 19% at 

this point.
EVENTS 4428 2213 1157 26.1 No expenditure on promotions at this point.
CAPITAL AND PROJECTS 8476 4238 0 0.0 Loans payments made in March and September - 

September payment made in October due to DD details not 
having been updated by Public Works Loan Board

TOTAL 121082 55286 49316 40.7

Actual Inc Actual Inc Actual Inc Information
INCOME Budget  as at as at as % of

2015/16 30/09/2014 30/09/2015  Budget

ALLOTMENTS 8996 583 183 2.0 Income from new tenants - invoices sent out in December.
PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 0 0 0 0.0
GRANTS 0 0 0 0.0
AMENITIES 0 0 0 0.0
EVENTS 0 0 0 0.0
CAPITAL AND PROJECTS 0 0 0 0.0

TOTAL 8996 583 183 2.0

NET 112086 54703 49133 43.8
Month 6:  50%
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Community Services Committee      
10 November 2015        Report No. CS 16/15 
 

Woodley Town Council 
 

Report of a Meeting of the Community Youth Partnership held at The Oakwood 
Centre on Wednesday 21 October 2015 at 5pm 

 
 

 
Present: 
 Sam Milligan – JAC (Chairman) Steve Outen – Woodley United FC 
 Cllr Mary Walker (Vice Chairman) Deborah Brown Strategic Assets WBC 
Cllr David Stares Mark Rossier – Woodley United FC 

Cllr Kay Gilder Paul Brown – Reading Community Football 
Trina Farrance – Bulmershe Gym Club Chas Randle – 2nd Woodley Scout Group 
Graham Sumbler – Woodley Baptist Church Jackie Andrews – Woodley Schools 

Cluster/Girlguiding 
  

Officers present: Deborah Mander - Town Clerk 

Apologies: Cllr Michael Forrer, Cllr Richard Dolinski, Natalie Yorke – Girlguiding, Paul 
Cassidy – ARC Counselling, Nicola Shepherd, Clare Towse, Mark Smith  - 
Thames Valley Police, Megs Dimbylow – Network Vineyard Church/ 
Bulmershe Youth Club,  Richard Ferguson – WBC Youth Service 

      
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2015 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
LODDON MEAD AREA – POTENTIAL PROJECT 
Deborah Brown reported on the information she had received regarding flooding levels. The area 
was in a Level 2 flooding area and a project may not need permission from the Environment 
Agency. However, if a planning application were submitted for a project a flood risk assessment 
would be required. A plan showing the flood area was tabled at the meeting. The Environment 
Agency (EA) also advised that there would be restrictions on structures that reduced the flow of 
water in a potential flood area and that any structures within 8m of the river would require flood 
defence consent. Deborah Brown was seeking preliminary advice from the EA which she would 
forward to the partnership and she would also raise the matter of fallen trees in the river around 
that area which it was thought could also increase the flooding risk. 

Deborah Mander reported that she had received three emails from nearby residents expressing 
concern about the plans to use the area under the A3290 and their experience of noise and 
disturbance in the past. One letter had also raised the matter of debris falling from the road onto 
the area under the roadway and Deborah Brown also agreed to investigate this and any 
associated safety concerns. 

Jackie Andrews reported that the Me2 Club would like to involved in ideas for the area and 
discussions on how to make any plans successful.  

Trina Farrance reported that she had visited the site with a Parkour designer who had been 
enthusiastic and believed it had great potential and that it would be easy to design something for 
young people that would be inclusive. 

Mary Walker reported that she, Deborah Mander and Sam Milligan had visited Bulmershe Gym to 
see a Parkour indoor session and to speak with the coach who had indicated he would be keen to 
be involved with the project.  
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The tabled information from Richard Dolinski reporting on his approach to Addington School was 
noted and all agreed that the plan for accreditation for the students was a bonus to the school’s 
involvement in the potential project. 

Sam Milligan reported that he had approached Thames Water about using volunteers to help with 
any project. 

It was agreed that before making any decisions on the potential project the safety issue raised 
by a local resident be investigated. During the discussion it was noted that part of the Park and 
Ride was also under the roadway. 

Deborah Brown agreed to follow the safety matter up with Highways and Customer Services at 
WBC. 

Deborah Mander agreed to seek any information the Neighbourhood Police Team had about 
incidents in that area. 

The next step, if the area is viable for the project would be to establish what the project should 
be and the potential costs. An extra meeting would be called, if appropriate. 
 
FUNDING REQUEST 
It was agreed that this item would go forward to the agenda for the meeting in January when it 
was hoped that more information about the funding request would be provided. 
 
REPORTS 
Written reports from JAC and the Town Council, circulated with the agenda, were noted.  

Graham Sumbler reported that the Friday Group at the Venue was proving popular with Year 7s 
at Waingels College. 

Paul Brown reported that there hadn’t been an increase yet in numbers at the sessions they were 
running at Goals. 

Kay Gilder’s Octopush Club on Sundays (7 – 8.30pm) had spaces for swimmers aged 12 upwards. 
Several members of the club had now left to go to university. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
The Chairman asked for ideas that the Partnership could pursue to help and support young 
people in our town.  
 
Three suggestions were made: 
1. A café for young people were they could meet up under cover, get soft/hot drinks and some 

food. There was some discussion about the use of the Inn on the Park once it closed, 
although it was reported that options for this area were already being investigated. 

2. Making good and fruitful contact and engagement with young people through the schools, 
particularly at assemblies. This would enable two-way conversations and help the partnership 
in its direction. The matter of social media and how to engage was discussed and it was 
suggested that the partnership could approach the secondary schools to discuss a student 
project to provide a ‘what’s on’ for young people in Woodley. Jackie Andrews would be able 
to contact secondary schools on this. 

3. Reading Community Football was seeking funding for work in engaging families in areas of 
deprivation and one of these could be in Woodley, after the pilot in Finchampstead is 
complete. 
  

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 
After discussion it was agreed to retain the meeting start time of 5pm.  
Future meeting dates at 5pm: Wednesday 13 January 2016, Wednesday 23 March 2016 
  

Meeting closed at 6.00pm 
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