
  
 

Woodley Town Council 
The Oakwood Centre 

Headley Road 
Woodley 

Berkshire RG5 4JZ 
Tel: 0118 969 0356 

 
 
To: Members of the Community Services Committee 

Councillors D. Smith (Chairman);  J. Cheng;  R. Dolinski;  M. Forrer;  J. MacNaught;   
D. Mills;  W. Soane;  M. Walker;  M. Willson 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Community 
Services Committee will be held at The Oakwood Centre at          
8:00 pm on Tuesday 9 June 2015, at which your attendance is 
requested. 

  
Deborah Mander 
Town Clerk   

 
 

A G E N D A   
 
1. APOLOGIES  

 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To receive any declarations of interest from Members on agenda items. 
 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 31 MARCH 2015 
To approve the minutes of the Community Services Committee meeting held 
on 31 March 2015 and the Chairman to sign them as a true record. (These 
minutes were provided in the Full Council agenda of 19 May 2015.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
To receive the report from Just Around the Corner charity, attached at 
Appendix 4.  
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5. BUDGETARY CONTROL 
a) To note Report No. CS 9/15 – 2014/15 draft year-end figures. 

 
b) To note Report No. CS 10/15. 
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6. COMMUNITY YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 
To consider Report No. CS 11/15 of the Community Youth Partnership 
meeting held on 27 May 2015. 

 
Page 8 



 
7. WOODLEY TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE  

To receive the report of the Woodley Town Centre Management Initiative 
Committee meeting held on 8 April 2015.  (Appendix 7) 
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8. ALLOTMENTS UPDATE 
Banners have been produced and positioned on the entrance to the site 
advertising that there are plots available. There are currently 7 plots 
available at the site.  
 
The annual clear up of the site took place over the late May bank holiday 
weekend with skips placed at the site. The skips are locked and monitored 
by the Tenants Committee to avoid inappropriate items e.g. asbestos being 
deposited in or near them. This has worked well as in previous years. 
 
The Tenants Committee are intending to fund and install a further security 
CCTV camera to cover the Pitts Lane footpath entrance to the site. There is 
one camera already in situ near the main gate. The Tenants Committee are 
responsible for the operation of the CCTV units and comply with the 
requirements of the Information Commissioners Office for such installations. 
 
Road planings will be purchased and delivered to the site in late summer for 
use in repairing the roadways. The Council has allocated funds for the 
purchase and the Tenants Committee will organise the labour to carry out 
the work. 
 

 

9. HIGHWAYS 
a) Road Works/Street Works Major Project Co-ordination 

meetings                                                                                      
To note the minutes of the Wokingham Borough Council Road 
Works/Street Works Major Project Co-ordination meetings held on 17 
March (Appendix 9(i)), 14 April (Appendix 9(ii)) and 12 May 2015 
(Appendix 9(iii)).  

 
b) Temporary road closures 

To note the following temporary road closures to enable Wokingham 
Borough Council to carry out their annual road resurfacing works in 
safety.  Access for residents and businesses within the boundary of the 
closures will be maintained. 
 
i) Kingfisher Drive Service Roads, Woodley to be closed at the 

junction with Kingfisher Drive.  There will be no diversion route for 
these roads because they are all cul-de-sacs.  It is anticipated that 
the works will be carried out between 21 November and 1 December 
2015. 

 
ii) Fairwater Drive, Woodley will be closed between its junctions 

with Antrim Road and Campbell Road.  The diversion route will be 
via Woodlands Avenue, Crockhamwell Road, Nightingale Road and 
Fairwater Drive.  It is anticipated that the works will be carried out 
between 19 October and 28 October 2015. 

 
iii) A4 Bath Road, Sonning will be closed in both directions between 

Shepherds Hill roundabout and Sonning Lane.  The diversion route 
will be via Pound Lane, Butts Hill Road, Headley Road East, Spitfire 
Way, Miles Way, The Bader Way, A329 Reading Road, A329 
Wokingham Road, B3330 Church Road, A4 Shepherds Hill and A4 
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Bath Road.  Due to a weak bridge in Butts Hill Road, the diversion 
route for HGVs will be via either A3032 Old Bath Road or A321 
Wargrave Road, High Street, Church Street, Waltham Road Twyford, 
A321 Hurst Road, B3030 Lodge Road, B3030 Davis Street, B3030 
Robinhood Lane, A329 Reading Road, A329 Wokingham Road. 
B3350 Church Road and B3350 Pitts Lane.  It is anticipated that 
these works will be carried out between 5 October and 9 October 
2015 and will be a night time closure. 

 
10. BEST KEPT STREET COMPETITION 

To consider Report No. CS 12/15. 
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11. BUS SHELTER – LIVINGSTONE GARDENS 
Members are asked to consider a request from Wokingham Borough Council 
to add a new bus shelter to the Town Council's maintenance regime. The 
shelter is due to be installed in Livingstone Gardens later in the summer. 
The shelter is of the same specification as the other shelters currently 
maintained by the Town Council and there will be no resource implications 
on the maintenance budget. The shelters installed are specified for their 
durability and will last for many years without any maintenance 
requirement. The Council currently maintains 11 bus shelters in the town. All 
are owned by Wokingham Borough Council. 
 

 

12. WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL GRASS CUTTING SERVICE 
To note that Wokingham Borough Council’s grass cutting service has been 
reviewed in the light of experiences last year and following a public 
consultation.  
 
As a result of the review some changes to the service are being 
implemented this year to give better focus on priority areas and, in addition, 
a small number of trial sites are testing more flexible approaches.  A briefing 
note prepared by Wokingham Borough Council to explain the trial is 
attached (Appendix 12(i)) along with some background information on 
biodiversity legislation and policy (Appendix 12(ii)) and the results of the 
public consultation (Appendix 12(iii)). 
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13. CONSULTATION BY WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL: 
PROHIBITION OF WAITING ORDER 
To note correspondence received from Wokingham Borough Council, 
attached at Appendix 13, regarding a proposal to prohibit waiting on 
Nightingale Road and Campbell Road, Woodley and at the junction of 
Livingstone Gardens with Nightingale Road.  The views of Members were 
sought prior to the meeting as responses were required by 22 May 2015 and 
a response was sent in support of the proposal. 
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14. APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE UNDER THE LICENSING 
ACT 2003: MARTINS, 141 CROCKHAMWELL ROAD 
To note that, as agreed at the last meeting, a response was sent to 
Wokingham Borough Council asking for the sale of alcohol at Martins, 141 
Crockhamwell Road, to be restricted to between the hours of 10am and 
9pm.  A hearing into the application was held by Wokingham Borough 
Council on 12 May and Councillor Mills attended to speak on behalf of the 
Town Council.  A premises licence was subsequently granted, permitting the 
sale of alcohol between the hours of 6am and 11pm. 
 
The decision letter is attached at Appendix 14. 
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15. WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL GYPSY AND TRAVELLER LOCAL 
PLAN PREFERRED OPTIONS CONSULTATION 
To consider a response to the Wokingham Borough Council consultation on 
the Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan Preferred Options document.  The 
document will be emailed to all Members with the agenda and printed 
copies will be available at the meeting for members of the Community 
Services Committee.  Responses are required by 30 July 2015. 
 

 

16. ANNUAL GRANTS 2015/16 
To note that thanks have been received from the Citizens Advice Bureau and 
they have confirmed that they have the necessary insurance to carry out 
their activities. 
 

 

17. PUBLICATIONS/INFORMATION 
To note receipt of the following: 
 The Volunteers’ Voice – Spring 2015 
 Historic Towns Forum - May Newsletter 

 

 

18. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
To consider any future agenda items for the committee to consider. 
 

 

19. PUBLICITY/WEBSITE 
To consider items to be publicised. 
 

 

   
   
   
 



APPENDIX 4 
 
Woodley Detached Report - June 2015 
 
The detached sessions are running as usual on a Wednesday and a Friday afternoon. 
The evening session lasts till 6pm and then the evening team are back out again 
from 8pm. There a number of small groups hanging around the town; Vauxhall Park 
is the in park at the moment and there are sometimes large group in the skate park. 
We have made new contacts on the streets and developed contacts with some girls 
we worked with in small groups from one of the senior schools. They have all been 
offered the opportunity to come down to the stables. There seems to be more young 
people out on a Saturday afternoon than the evening around Woodford so we are 
arranging a team to run through the summer. 
 
The stables continue to be well used by Woodley young people and many who came 
through initially in need of structured sessions and intense help are now a position to 
volunteer after school, at weekends and they have been here all half term. 
 
This group of volunteers were also part of the core team that helped us to run a fun 
day for our year anniversary celebration at Rehoboth. They helped with set up, pack 
down and with the pony rides.  
This event was attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Woodley Town Council. We 
would like to thank them for the length of time that they spent with us and the 
interest that they showed in the work that we are doing.  
 
Training 
Naomi – Stables Manager – ran a training day on the 28th May, which the Woodley 
young people all attended.  
 
Mentoring sessions continue to take place in the community with issues ranging 
from problems with family, school and friends to some quite complex and multiple 
issues involving several support services. 
 
Equine sessions:  Along with other Schools we have started work with St Dominic 
Savio School and this has been very successful so far. Other sessions at the stables 
include small groups from detached sessions and a number of young people from 
Woodley continue to volunteer on a regular basis at the stables. We are putting 
together a summer programme to bring young people to the stables and fun days for 
some of the families that we work with and a volunteer fun day to treat all the 
volunteers who work so hard.  
 
Young mums sewing group the group is continuing to provide a very important 
meeting place for young mums at the same time as learning and developing skills in 
dressmaking and knitting. The group is wonderfully supported by JAC volunteers who 
give a listening ear as well as years of experience. 
 
Inside Out continues to be a place for the older people in Woodley to meet, have a 
tea and chat; there are a number of regulars who look forward to the JAC van on 
Thursday mornings.   



COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE DRAFT YEAR END FIGURES 2014/15
REPORT No. CS 9/15

 Revised Actual Exp Actual Exp Actual Exp
EXPENDITURE Budget Budget  as at as at as % of Information

2014/15 2014/15 31/03/2014 31/03/2015  Rev Budget

ALLOTMENTS 16681 19767 20845 18462 93.4 Lease costs paid in full, water rates under 91.7%, repairs 
slightly over budget.

PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 37453 35901 34774 35503 98.9 Grant to WTCMI and service level agreement to JAC paid. 
Expenditure towards Bulmershe Youth Club lower than budget.

GRANTS 29659 29660 28014 29660 100.0 All annual grants now paid in full.
AMENITIES 9499 9237 9556 7489 81.1 Streetlight repairs and fuel lower than budget estimates.
EVENTS 4268 4268 5549 4264 99.9
CAPITAL AND PROJECTS 8476 8476 8476 8476 100.0 Loan repayments made in September and March.

TOTAL 106036 107309 107214 103854 96.8

Revised Actual Inc Actual Inc Actual Inc Information
INCOME Budget Budget  as at as at as % of

2014/15 2014/15 31/03/2014 31/03/2015  Rev Budget

ALLOTMENTS 7500 7186 6936 7701 107.2 Income higher than revised estimate. 
PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 0 0 0 0 0.0
GRANTS 0 0 0 0 0.0
AMENITIES 0 0 0 0 0.0
EVENTS 0 0 0 0 0.0
CAPITAL AND PROJECTS 0 0 0 0 0.0

TOTAL 7500 7186 6936 7701 107.2

NET 98536 100123 100278 96153



COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE BUDGETARY CONTROL 2015/16
REPORT No. CS 10/15

 Actual Exp Actual Exp Actual Exp
EXPENDITURE Budget  as at as at as % of Information

2015/16 30/04/2014 30/04/2015  Budget

ALLOTMENTS 19885 736 798 4.0 Lease costs to Council not yet invoiced. Low expenditure on 
repairs.

PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 40754 1055 6769 16.6 Service level agreement quarterly payment to JAC paid in 
advance (paid in May in 2014).

GRANTS 31000 0 0 0.0 50% of most grants paid in May.
AMENITIES 16539 244 736 4.5 No charges for streetlighting repairs contract or repairs to 

amenities at this point.
EVENTS 4428 183 194 4.4 No expenditure on Carnival or promotions at this point.
CAPITAL AND PROJECTS 8476 0 0 0.0

TOTAL 121082 2218 8497 29.5

Actual Inc Actual Inc Actual Inc Information
INCOME Budget  as at as at as % of

2015/16 30/04/2014 30/04/2015  Budget

ALLOTMENTS 8996 369 7 0.1 Income from new tenants - invoices sent out in December.
PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 0 0 0 0.0
GRANTS 0 0 0 0.0
AMENITIES 0 0 0 0.0
EVENTS 0 0 0 0.0
CAPITAL AND PROJECTS 0 0 0 0.0

TOTAL 8996 369 7 0.1

NET 112086 1849 8490
1 month = 8.3%



Community Services Committee      
9 June 2015        Report No. CS 11/15 
 

Woodley Town Council 
 

Report of a Meeting of the Community Youth Partnership held at The Oakwood 
Centre on Wednesday 27 May 2015 at 5pm 

 
 

 
Present:  
Sam. Milligan – JAC (Chairman)   Graham Sumbler – Woodley Baptist Church 
Cllr Mary Walker (Vice Chairman    Natalie Yorke – Girlguiding 
Cllr Richard Dolinski     Steve Outen – Woodley United FC 
Mark Rozzier – Woodley United FC    Paul Cassidy – ARC Counselling 
Cllr Kay Gilder 
Cllr David Stares 
Cllr Keith Baker 
Trina Farrance – Bulmershe Gym Club 
Megs Dimbylow – Network Vineyard Church/Bulmershe Youth Club 
Nicola Shepherd - Thames Valley Police 
Clare Towse – Thames Valley Police 
Richard Ferguson – Targeted Youth Manager, Wokingham BC 
Deb Brown – Strategic Assets, Wokingham BC 
            
Officers present: Deborah Mander - Town Clerk, Andrew Bunn – Leisure Services Manger 

Apologies: Cllr Michael Forrer, Shelagh Flower, Ashwani Gupta WBC , Sgt Mark Smith, 
Mark Ballard – Scouts, Paul Brown – Reading Community Football 

     
All were welcomed to the meeting and attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Before the start of the meeting Cllr Keith Baker explained that the partnership, which replaced 
the former Youth Working Party, had been formed to try and recognise just what an amazing 
asset the voluntary sector was to Woodley and that it should have the opportunity to drive work 
with young people in the town, with the Town Council as an enabler. The intention was for there 
to be real value to the voluntary sector and he hoped that an allocated budget of £3,000 that 
could be applied for by the partnership to the parent Community Services Committee would 
support this.  
 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 
Sam Milligan was elected Chairman and Mary Walker was elected Vice Chairman for the 
municipal year. 
  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 March 2015 were agreed as a correct record. 
 
Under this item Deborah Mander reported that not all the voluntary sector organisations 
contacted had responded to the partnership’s invitation and at present 6 of the 10 places 
allocated to the voluntary sector had been appointed. It was agreed that the meeting  
 
RECOMMEND: 
♦ That Paul Cassidy, CEO of ARC Counselling be appointed as a voluntary representative on the 

Community Youth Partnership. 
 



Deborah Mander agreed to follow up on seeking links with the primary schools and Mark Rozzier 
to identify a contact at Bulmershe School. 
 
The meeting also discussed the age range of young people that the partnership would generally 
look to work with, which had been agreed at the previous meeting as ages 10 - 18. After some 
discussion and noting that the Gym Club, Woodley United and Girlguiding all worked with 
children considerably younger it was agreed that the partnership would predominately work with 
ages 10 – 18 but would also take into account those both younger and older, where appropriate. 
 
LODDON MEAD AREA – POTENTIAL PROJECT 
Cllr Keith Baker explained that this potential project had come about with the aim of making a 
neglected area – Loddon Mead owned by the Town Council and the area under the 329M owned 
by the Borough Council – a useful place and would give an opportunity for the partnership, and 
the two councils to work together on a project to benefit young people. 
 
Richard Ferguson said that the intention as to present an opportunity to engage with young 
people and develop a project in the area referred to. He envisaged a panel being set up that 
would initially give some thought to what may be possible in that area. The panel would be made 
up of representatives from different organisations and would judge the ideas presented. 
 
During the discussion it was noted that any covenants on the land needed to be clarified and  
that Highways at Wokingham BC should be consulted about safety (issues about items falling 
from the bridge had been concerns when a previous project in this space had been discussed) 
before moving forward with this proposal. 
 
Some representatives were concerned that the young people taking part must not be set up to 
fail and that the chosen project should be achievable and able to be completed within a 
reasonable time frame to avoid disappointment. The proposal was also seen as an opportunity 
for young people to grow and develop and that all young people, including those with special 
needs, should be included in the project.  
 
In response to a question about funding Cllr Keith Baked confirmed that there was no intention 
to look to the voluntary sector for funding towards any chosen project for the site.  
 
Sam Milligan urged members of the partnership to look forward to what may be possible, rather 
than what hasn’t happened in the past, and to be positive about what could be achieved working 
jointly.  
 
There was general agreement to being involved in the potential project. The following 
representatives were appointed to a task and finish group (and their details would be forwarded) 
to work with Richard Ferguson and Deb Brown: 
Trina Farrance, Natalie Yorke, Richard Dolinski, Nicola Shepherd 
 
UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES  
It was agreed that for future meetings representatives to provide a written summary of their 
activities/events to be circulated before the meeting and that questions or clarifications only be 
taken at the meeting. 
 
Under this item Andrew Bunn reported that summer holiday activities at Woodford Park would be 
publicised and that he could help with funding applications to Sportivate. Mark Rozzier reported 
that Woodley United Fc would be supporting the Carinival football competition. There was also a 
brief discussion about the street art boards. 

 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 
    Future meeting dates – it was agreed to continue with 5pm start for the time being: 

Wednesday 2 September 2015, Wednesday 21 October 2015   
Wednesday 13 January 2016, Wednesday 23 March 2016 

  
Meeting closed at 6.05pm 



APPENDIX 7 
 
Minutes of the Woodley Town Centre Management Initiative Management 
Committee held at 6pm on Wednesday 8 April 2015 at the Oakwood Centre 
 
Present: 

 

M Holmes        Chairman 
M Norris      Vice Chairman 
K Baker        WBC Cllr   
C Lawley        WTC Cllr 
D Mander           Town Clerk 
H Beilby              WTC Admin Officer 

G Davies             Beechwood School              
P Baraudeau       Waitrose Manager 
C Friday         Reading Chronicle 
J Wright        Woodley Resident 
M Millard         Woodley Resident 
R Dolmski         Woodley Resident 

J Lherbier        Town Centre Manager           D Bradbrook        PCSO 
                  
 
Apologies: 
Cllr D Mills, S Smith, J Baker, T Edwards, J Ash, J Yule, A Nicholls (WBC Officer) 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and everyone present introduced 
themselves. 
 
Minutes of the WTCMI meeting held on the Wednesday 28 January 2015 
It was agreed that the minutes of the above meeting be approved. 
 
Minutes of the Executive Sub-Com meeting held on Thursday 12 March 2015  
It was agreed that the minutes of the above meeting be approved. 
 
Security in the Town Centre Police Report 
PCSO DB advised that there was nothing of importance to report. Unfortunately, no 
suspect was found for the Sue Ryder incident, but there have been no further similar 
issues and it is assumed this was hopefully a ‘one off’. 
The Town Centre Manager explained the Shop Watch Radio Scheme to those who 
were not aware of the communication between shops and Police when suspicious 
behaviour was suspected. 
PB pointed out that the response to these communications was first class. 
Concerns with regards to stand-alone cashpoints were raised but PCSO DB advised 
that these were not a major risk in this area at present. 
 
Financial Report to end of year Budget Report 
The Town Centre Manager presented the financial report and budget report.  
It was noted that WTCMI generated more money than the grants from WBC and 
WTC, which have not increased in the last 7 years and that commercial revenues far 
exceeded that of public money, 70.24% against 29.76%. 
CL pointed out that although the grants have not increased, they have not 
decreased. However, he was aware that an excellent achievement had been made 
in such difficult times and the Initiative thanked the Town Centre Manager 
accordingly. 
The Town Centre Manager spoke of the apathy and poor contributions from a lot of 
the traders and it was suggested that a BID (Business Improvement District) would 
perhaps be the only way to get everyone involved physically as well as financially, 
with all having to comply with the majority. 
 



The Waitrose green tokens were discussed. PB said the recipients were usually 
charities, but suggested that WTCMI could perhaps benefit exceptionally as a 
specific target although it can’t be guaranteed. PB will liaise with JL & see if this is a 
possibility.  
 
The Town Centre Manager advised that posters will be produced acknowledging 
those who have contributed to the WTCMI funds, so they can be placed inside their 
shop windows.  
 
New Budget Proposal 2015/2016 
The Town Centre Manager advised that he has been conservative with the budget in 
the event of unexpected costs, cancellations and any grey areas.  
The proposed 2015/2016 budget presented to the meeting was accepted and 
approved. 
 
Town Centre Managers Report 
The Town Centre Manager presented his report. 
 
In particular the request for more outside seating by “brown bag” café was 
discussed. Although there were some reservations with regards to congestion, 
planning, litter health and safety and public liability issues it was agreed in principle 
on the understanding that brown bag café were to take full responsibility rather than 
WTCMI. Cllr Keith Baker agreed to look into WBC planning issues regarding any 
extra tables and chairs. 
It was suggested that a trial could take place over the summer months pending the 
above. 
 
The Town Centre Manager advised he is still awaiting authorization from the landlord 
of Boots with regards to the placement of the defibrillator donated by Woodley & 
Earley Lions, but believes security of tenure maybe an issue. 
GD advised that the Ambleside Centre were hoping for their own, or access to a 
defibrillator themselves and it was suggested that perhaps, instead of attaching it to 
the wall outside Boots, the one available could be placed on the opposite side of the 
centre as this would be more accessible to the Ambleside Centre and the landlord of 
the buildings here was very accommodating. MN will provide the landlords contact 
details. 
GD will report back to Ambleside that one is being made available and in the 
meantime they can have access to the one at Beechwood School. 
It was noted that any training can be provided by the Lilly-May Page trust. 
 
It was noted that the Royal Mail post box in the Town Centre had been repainted in 
March after an 18 month long battle to achieve this. 
 
The parking figures for December 2014, January and February 2015 were received 
and these showed an increase in tickets and hours sold from the previous year. 
 
North End Town Centre Improvements 
 
It was noted that WTC Service Support Manager Kevin Murray had received two 
quotes for the new North End project & was still waiting for one from Simon White. It 



was agreed that although three had been requested initially, we would proceed with 
the two we had as Simon White was obviously not interested.  
The matter is now in the hands of the Woodley Town Council and needs to move 
forward, although the upcoming elections many cause delays. 
 
The overall objective was discussed and it was agreed that there was a need to 
open up the North End of the Town Centre and reduce the divide.  The Pagoda at 
present is creating a barrier, which may cause shoppers not to visit the North End.  
It was suggested that perhaps a zebra crossing at the entrance of the disabled car 
park in the central area would be beneficial and pedestrian friendly. MN will look into 
the question of how wide a zebra crossing must be. 
DM will discuss with designers to ensure the new Town Centre layout flows. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.30pm 
 
Dates of next Management Committee meetings for 2015: 
Wednesday 1 July -  6pm 
Wednesday 7 October - 6pm 





















































Community Services Committee     Report No CS 12/15 
9 June 2015 

 
Woodley Town Council 

 
BEST KEPT STREET COMPETITION 
 
REPORT OF THE SERVICE SUPPORT MANAGER 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
To ask Members to consider what investigation and actions are to be undertaken regarding 
the introduction of a Best Kept Street competition for Woodley. 
  
Background 
The following motion was carried at a meeting of Full Council on 10 February 2015 and 
deferred to the Community Services Committee to progress; 
 
Motion:  
“This Council notes the success of Woodley Town Council’s efforts to develop and maintain 
Woodley’s great community spirit. 
 
Council welcomes the national recognition that Woodley is a great place to bring up a 
family as exemplified by Family Investments. 
 
Council notes that some of the factors contributing to this success are: 
 
1. The Oakwood Centre with its Café, Theatre, Community use and its use as a permanent 
base for the local Police Neighbourhood team. 
2. Woodford Park, Woodford Park Leisure Centre, Bulmershe Leisure Centre, Woodley War 
Memorial and the Skate Park. 
3. Our local Shopping Centre with its low cost car parks, Town Centre Management 
Initiative, Winter Extravaganza and the Annual Woodley Carnival. 
4. Local services such as schools and community and health facilities. 
5. The environmental contributions of the annual Garden and Best Kept Allotment 
competitions, the annual Woodley Clean up and volunteers such as the Woodley Adopt a 
Street Project (WASP). 
6. Local churches, the care of our vulnerable residents and those in need, e.g. Food Banks. 
7. Our myriad of local community societies and local voluntary works as recognised by the 
annual Citizen’s Awards and the Mayor’s award. 
 
This Council agrees that as a further means of keeping Woodley’s great community spirit as 
one of the best in the country would be to promote good citizenship with respect to 
keeping Woodley neat and tidy. We ask the Community Services Committee to investigate 
the possibility of two new awards, the “Best Kept Street” and “Best Community Street” 
awards, to be presented at the Citizens Awards evening. 
 
The following to be the criteria: 

• Best Kept Street – the most visually attractive street due to the hard work and 
efforts of local residents looking after their street’s environment. 

• Best Community Street – where local people have come together to make a positive 
improvement to their street.” 

 
In consideration of the proposed competitions Members are asked to note that the annual 
Woodley Garden Competition is in its fourth year and does not attract many entrants 
(around 6 – 10 entries). Officers are looking at ways to increase participation through 



further promotion. The competition is currently promoted through flyers in public buildings, 
local garden centres and retailers, press releases and the Town Council website.  
 
In the meantime there are several projects underway or about to be embarked upon i.e. 3G 
pitch, public toilets, precinct refurbishment and Woodford Park Leisure Centre 
development, which will place demands on Officer and Member time over the next 2/3 
years. 
 
Officers have not had the opportunity to fully investigate the proposed competitions and 
work on this will reduce the time available for the other projects mentioned. 
 
Members are asked how they wish to proceed. 
 
Recommendations 
♦ That Members note the contents of the report. 

 
♦ That Members consider how they wish to advise the Council on how it 

should proceed in this matter. 
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