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Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the Oakwood Centre on 
Tuesday 10 February 2015 at 8 pm 

 
Present: Councillors B. Franklin (Chairman);  K. Baker;  T. Barker;  A. Chadwick;  
 P.Challis;  J. Cheng;  N. Cox;  K. Gilder;  L. Higgs;  M. Holmes;   
 C. Lawley;  D. Mills;   R. Neall;  S. Outen;  S. Rahmouni;  D. Smith;   
 W. Soane;  D. Stares;  M. Walker;  M. Willson 
 
Officers present: D. Mander, Town Clerk;  K. Murray, Service Support Manager; 
  L. Matthews, Committee Officer 
   
Also present:  Claire Page, Rory Davies and Nicola Marrant, on behalf of the  
  Lilly-May Page Trust 
  John Kaiser, Wokingham Borough Council 
  1 member of the press 
 
 
Before the start of the meeting: 
 

• Claire Page and Rory Davies spoke to Members about the Lilly-May Page Trust, as 
reported in Appendix A. 

 
• John Kaiser from Wokingham Borough Council spoke to Members about 

developer’s Section 106 contributions, as reported in Appendix B. 
 

• A maximum of 30 minutes was set aside for members of the public to pose 
questions to the Council in the Town Forum.  As there were no members of 
public wishing to address the Council the Town Forum did not take place. 
 

 
 
64. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Councillors A. Downes, R. Duncan, K. Haines, E. 
Rowland and M. Storry.  

 
65. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made by Members. 
 
66. MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9 DECEMBER 2014 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 9 December 2014 

and that they be signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 
 
67. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
67.1 Minutes of the Plans Committee: 16 December 2014 

Councillor Cheng presented the minutes of the Plans Committee meeting held on 
16 December 2014. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To receive the minutes of the Plans Committee meeting held on 16 December 

2014. 
 
67.2 Minutes of the Leisure Services Committee: 6 January 2015 

Councillor Soane presented the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee 
meeting held on 6 January 2015. 
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Minute 41: One Woodley 
Councillor Outen informed the meeting that the new Woodley United Football 
Club was in the process of electing officials. 

 
Minute 49: Parks and Buildings  

Mollison Close Play Area 
In reply to a question the Service Support Manager agreed to seek assurance 
that the play area would continue to be maintained by Wokingham Borough 
Council. 

 
Woodford Park 
It was noted that the reference to the entrance to Woodford Park from 
Woodlands Avenue should be amended to the Western Avenue entrance. 

 
RESOLVED 
♦ To receive the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee meeting held on 6 

January 2015. 
 
67.3 Minutes of the Plans Committee: 20 January 2015 

Councillor Cheng presented the minutes of the Plans Committee meeting held on 
20 January 2015. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To receive the minutes of the Plans Committee meeting held on 20 January 

2015. 
 
67.4 Minutes of the Community Services Committee: 27 January 2015 

Councillor Smith presented the minutes of the Community Services Committee 
meeting held on 27 January 2015. 
 
Minute 85: Budget Estimates 

The Town Clerk agreed to amend the minutes to record that Councillor 
Lawley had initially suggested that the grant awarded to the CAB for the year 
2015/16 be increased. 

 
It was also noted that the word “as” should be inserted before the word 
“amended” in the third resolution of Minute 85. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To receive the minutes of the Community Services Committee meeting held 

on 27 January 2015. 
 
67.5 Minutes of the Strategy and Resources Committee: 3 February 2015 

Councillor Baker presented the minutes of the Strategy and Resources Committee 
meeting held on 3 February 2015. 
 
Minute 79: Charges 2015/16 
a) Oakwood Centre charges 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the 2015/16 charges at the Oakwood Centre, as set out in the 

Proposed Charges 2015/16 Appendix. 
 

Voting:    For: 11     Abstentions: 9 
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b) Leisure Services charges 
Councillor Challis stated that the Liberal Democrat Group did not support the 
proposed increase of some charges by 4 or 5 times the rate of inflation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the 2015/16 charges for Leisure Services, as set out in the 

Proposed Charges 2015/16 Appendix. 
 

Voting:    For: 11     Abstentions: 9 
 

Minute 80: Revised estimates 2014/15 
 

RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the allocation of year-end unspent PR funds to an earmarked 

reserve for the purchase and installation of World War 1 information 
boards. 

 
Minute 81: Budget estimates 2015/16 
c) Budget and precept 2015/16 

Councillor Baker presented the 2015/16 budget and the recommended 
precept level for 2015/16 to the Council. 
 
Councillor Lawley proposed that the budget be amended as follows: 
 
• That the Band D precept charge be reduced further than the 3% 

proposed; to 5%. 
• That this be funded by using funds of £30,000 in the booking software 

earmarked reserve to allocate £20,852 to reserve spending and the 
remaining £9,148 to the general reserve. 

 
Councillor Lawley tabled a budget summary sheet showing the amendment 
proposals.  The amendment was seconded by Councillor Challis. 
 
Following discussion of the proposed amendment, it was put to the vote and 
was lost. 
 
Voting:    For: 7     Against: 11  
 
The budget and precept level, as presented in the Budget Appendix, were 
then put to the vote and it was 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the budget for 2015/16, as presented in the Budget Appendix. 

 
Voting:    For: 11     Against: 7 
 

♦ To approve a precept level of £1,010,532 for the 2015/16 financial year, 
as set out in the Budget Appendix. 

 
Voting:    For: 11     Against: 7 

 
Minute 82: Capital Programme 2015/16 
 

RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the 2015/16 Capital Programme as set out in the schedule at 

Appendix C. 
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Minute 84: Investments Working Party 
 

RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the Treasury Management Strategy 2015/16. 

 
Minute 85: Public Toilets Working Party 

In reply to a question the Town Clerk reported that she had not yet received 
a reply from Wokingham Borough Council regarding the possible charge for 
the loss of parking spaces in the Waitrose/ Crockhamwell Road carpark. 

 
Minute 94: Royal Garden Party 

Councillor Holmes thanked the Strategy and Resources Committee for 
nominating her to attend the Royal Garden Party, but informed Members that 
she had been unsuccessful in the draw for tickets. 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To receive the minutes of the Strategy and Resources Committee meeting 

held on 3 February 2015 
 
68. CHEQUE SIGNATORIES 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To leave the current signatories in place until the end of the Council’s term in 

May 2015. 
 
69. LEADER’S STATEMENT 

The Leader of the Council made the following statement to the Council: 
 

“Tonight we have adopted the second Conservative led budget resulting in a 
reduction of the Town Council Tax again for the second successive year. The 3% 
reduction this year on top of last year’s reduction of 5% has resulted in a total 
reduction of 8% over the two years. In terms of cash this is a £9 reduction over 
those two years. 

 
Comments have been made about the impact on reserves but since they are 
forecast to be nearly double that of the recommended minimum so we do have 
good headroom. But we must not be complacent as we only need a couple of 
unexpected expenses to reduce that sum. 

 
We have also received the Capital Budget at the same time as the main budget 
which I believe is the first time this has happened. 

 
I want to thank all officers on their efforts on the budget papers which has 
allowed us to reach the position we are in. 

 
The long standing Conservative philosophy is to recognise that money raised 
from the council tax is not our money but residents money. Therefore we want to 
give them choice as to how they can spend their money. We do not believe in 
heavy subsidies on facilities that only a small percentage of residents use. For 
those facilities the users need to make a greater contribution so those subsidies 
can reduce. 

 
This was one of the reasons why some two years ago we started the lengthy 
process of returning Bulmershe Leisure Centre back to the Borough. This was the 
only way that investment was going to made in the fabric and ultimately 
(hopefully) a full rebuild. Feedback from users of the centre since the new 
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operators have been in has been extremely encouraging. Clearly the investment 
they have made in the fabric has made a significant impact. 

 
This will be the last Full Council meeting of this 4 year cycle with full Town 
Council elections occurring in May. At those elections it is highly likely that several 
of you will not be standing after serving your “term”. Those stepping down will 
have a variety of reasons like moving away and no longer being eligible through 
to pressure of work removing the time needed to carry out the role. 

 
On behalf of the Town Council I would like to give my sincere thanks to those 
who are not standing again for all their efforts during their tenure. For those of 
you standing again in May can I wish you good luck.” 

 
70. NOTICE OF MOTION 

The following motion was proposed by Councillor Lawley and seconded by 
Councillor Higgs: 
 
“This Council notes the success of Woodley Town Council’s efforts to develop and 
maintain Woodley’s great community spirit over the many years of Lib Dem 
administration. 
 
Council welcomes the national recognition that Woodley is a great place to bring 
up a family as exemplified by Family Investments. 
 
Council notes that some of the factors contributing to this success are: 
 
1. The Oakwood Centre with its Café, Theatre, Community use and its use as a 

permanent base for the local Police Neighbourhood team. 
 
2. Woodford Park, Woodford Park Leisure Centre, Bulmershe Leisure Centre, 

Woodley War Memorial and the Skate Park. 
 
3. Our local Shopping Centre, Town Centre Management Initiative, Winter 

Extravaganza and the Annual Woodley Carnival. 
 
4. Local services such as schools and community and health facilities. 
 
5. The environmental contributions of the annual Garden and Best Kept 

Allotment competitions, the annual Woodley Clean up and volunteers such as 
the Woodley Adopt a Street Project (WASP). 

 
6. Local churches, the care of our vulnerable residents and those in need, e.g. 

Food Banks. 
 
7. Our myriad of local community societies and local voluntary works as 

recognised by the annual Citizen’s Awards and the Mayor’s award. 
 
This Council agrees that as a further means of keeping Woodley’s great 
community spirit as one of the best in the country would be to promote good 
citizenship with respect to keeping Woodley neat and tidy. Therefore, from 2015 
this Council will annually promote the “Best Kept Street” and “Best Community 
Street” awards to be presented at the Citizens Awards evening. 
 
The following to be the criteria: 
 
Best Kept Street – the most visually attractive street due to the hard work and 
efforts of local residents looking after their street’s environment.  
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Best Community Street – where local people have come together to make a 
positive improvement to their street.” 
 
The following amendments to the motion were proposed by Councillor Baker and 
seconded by Councillor Rahmouni: 
 

1. In the first sentence, remove the words “over the many years of Lib 
Dem administration”. 

2. In point No. 3, after the words “Our local Shopping Centre” add “with 
its low cost car parks”. 

3. In the last sentence of the paragraph after point No. 7 remove the 
words “Therefore, from 2015 this Council will annually promote” and 
replace with “We ask the Community Services Committee to 
investigate the possibility of two new awards”. 

 
Councillors Lawley and Challis spoke on this amendment and were willing to 
accept the changes. 
 
Following a vote on the amendment it was  
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ That the amendment be approved. 
 
As no one wished to speak to the amended motion it was put to the vote. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ That the motion, as set out below, be carried. 
 
“This Council notes the success of Woodley Town Council’s efforts to develop and 
maintain Woodley’s great community spirit. 
 
Council welcomes the national recognition that Woodley is a great place to bring 
up a family as exemplified by Family Investments. 
 
Council notes that some of the factors contributing to this success are: 
 
1. The Oakwood Centre with its Café, Theatre, Community use and its use as a 

permanent base for the local Police Neighbourhood team. 
 
2. Woodford Park, Woodford Park Leisure Centre, Bulmershe Leisure Centre, 

Woodley War Memorial and the Skate Park. 
 
3. Our local Shopping Centre with its low cost car parks, Town Centre 

Management Initiative, Winter Extravaganza and the Annual Woodley 
Carnival. 

 
4. Local services such as schools and community and health facilities. 
 
5. The environmental contributions of the annual Garden and Best Kept 

Allotment competitions, the annual Woodley Clean up and volunteers such as 
the Woodley Adopt a Street Project (WASP). 

 
6. Local churches, the care of our vulnerable residents and those in need, e.g. 

Food Banks. 
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7. Our myriad of local community societies and local voluntary works as 
recognised by the annual Citizen’s Awards and the Mayor’s award. 

 
This Council agrees that as a further means of keeping Woodley’s great 
community spirit as one of the best in the country would be to promote good 
citizenship with respect to keeping Woodley neat and tidy. We ask the 
Community Services Committee to investigate the possibility of two new awards, 
the “Best Kept Street” and “Best Community Street” awards, to be presented at 
the Citizens Awards evening. 
 
The following to be the criteria: 
 
Best Kept Street – the most visually attractive street due to the hard work and 
efforts of local residents looking after their street’s environment.  
 
Best Community Street – where local people have come together to make a 
positive improvement to their street.” 

 
 
71. 3G PITCH PROJECT 

The Town Clerk presented Report No. FC 1/15, which compared the borrowing 
terms that would be applied by the Public Works Loan Board, Lloyds Bank and 
Santander Bank to a loan of £255,000, which was half the estimated project cost. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To approve the drawing down of the approved loan sum of £255,000 from 

the Public Works Loan Board, subject to the Council receiving approval for its 
planning application for the 3G pitch project and receiving a grant towards 
50% of the estimated project costs from the Football Foundation. 

 
72. BUS SHELTER IN LIVINGSTON GARDENS 

Members noted that Wokingham Borough Council was proposing to install a new 
bus shelter at the Livingston Gardens Bus Stop and Councillor Gilder pointed out 
that the bus stop was located in Nightingale Road, but was referred to as the 
Livingston Gardens stop.  The Service Support Manager informed Members that 
the proposed shelter was the same type and from the same manufacturer as the 
other bus stops that the Town Council had agreed to maintain. 
 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To add the proposed bus shelter at the Livingston Gardens bus stop in 

Nightingale Road to the list of bus shelters maintained by the Town Council. 
 
73. 2015 UK PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL ELECTION 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To note information received from the Wokingham Borough Council Electoral 

Registration Officer and Returning Officer regarding the 2015 UK 
Parliamentary General Election. 

 
74. REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

a) Members noted that there was currently no Town Council representative to 
Readibus and 

 
RESOLVED: 
♦ To appoint to this vacancy at the annual meeting in May. 
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b) Members noted the following written reports, which had been tabled at the 
meeting: 

• Report on the Bulmershe School from Councillor Cheng. 
• Report on the Poor’s Land Charity from Councillor Cheng. 

 
Councillor Rahmouni informed Members that he had heard last week that one 
of the residents of the almshouses had passed away. 
 
Councillor Lawley gave a verbal report of the meeting of the Woodley 
Volunteer Centre that he had attended in January and noted that there was 
currently only a short waiting list of people needing help with travel to 
medical appointments and other necessary journeys. 

 
75. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 

The Town Mayor informed Members of the 5 engagements he had attended since 
the last meeting. 
 
The Deputy Mayor informed Members of the 3 engagements he had attended 
since the last meeting 

 
76. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A request was made for a report on the electronic distribution of agendas and 
minutes.  The Town Clerk confirmed that this was an agenda item for the next 
Strategy and Resources Committee meeting. 
 
 
 

 
Meeting closed at 10:00 pm 
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Appendix A 

 
 
 

Meeting of the Town Council on 10 February 2015 
 
 
 
Before the start of the meeting Claire Page gave a short talk to Members about the Lilly-
May Page Trust.  She explained that she had set up the trust following the collapse and 
death of her daughter, Lilly-May, whilst she was at school.  Lilly-May was found to have 
had an undiagnosed heart condition and her chances of survival would have been greatly 
improved if there had been ready access to a defibrillator.  The Lilly-May Page Trust 
therefore aimed to provide defibrillators in all the schools and public places in Woodley 
and to provide training in their use. 
 
Claire Page informed Members that the charity would shortly fulfil its aim of providing 
defibrillators for schools and public places in Woodley, and at the end of February it 
would become a social enterprise with the aim of providing mobile screening units to 
screen children and young people for heart conditions and also to continue to provide 
training in the use of defibrillators.   
 
Rory Davies, an ex paramedic, spoke about the importance of providing training so that 
many more people would be confident about using a defibrillator. 
 
Claire Page thanked the Mayor for choosing the Lilly-May Page Trust as his charity for 
the year. 
 
The Service Support Manager informed Members that Claire Page had recently delivered 
a defibrillator to the Oakwood Centre, donated by the Trust, and that the Town Council 
had recently purchased a defibrillator for Woodford Park Leisure Centre.  He reported 
that training would be arranged for as many staff as possible. 
 

The Chairman congratulated Claire Page for the composure with which she spoke to the 
meeting and also for the drive she displayed in setting up the charity and he thanked her 
for the Oakwood Centre defibrillator. 
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Appendix B 
 

 
Presentation on Section 106 contributions by Borough Councillor John Kaiser  

 
The Chairman welcomed Borough Councillor John Kaiser, who then spoke to Members 
about developers’ Section 106 contributions and explained that they were used to 
mitigate any harm that may be caused by a development, or to compensate for any loss 
that may be caused.  Some examples of the use of Section 106 contributions would be 
the provision of a new school or a new road, which would cater for the increased need 
caused by a large development, or the provision of public spaces or play areas to 
compensate for the loss of undeveloped land.  
 
John Kaiser explained that there was a high cost associated with Section 106 as it was a 
legal agreement, but that these costs would be reduced when Section 106 was replaced 
by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which would be introduced in April 2015. 
 
Councillor Kaiser explained how CIL would be administered and answered Members’ 
questions on how town and parish councils can apply for funding for their projects. 
 
After an extended discussion the Chairman brought the session to a close and thanked 
John Kaiser for his presentation and for taking the time to talk to Members. 
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